THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

The enemy', said the communique of September 10
'has now thrown off all pretence of confining himself
to military targets .., Bombs have been scattered at
random over London without any distinction of ob-
jective. They have fallen in the city and caused fires
in the immediate vicinity of St. Paul's Cathedral and
the Guildhall; they have fallen on a large maternity
hospital which was twice attacked, a number of
casualties being caused; they have fallen on a poor
law institution for the aged., on an L.G.G. housing
estate, and on a large number of workmen's cot-
tages, especially in the East End of London, which
were heavily and repeatedly attacked; and they have
also fallen in the residential districts of west and
north London.' It was subsequently announced that
the number of casualties in the raids on the night of
September 9 were about 400 killed and 1400 in-
jured. The majority of the casualties occurred', it
was officially stated, cwhen an elementary school in
the East End of London, which was affording tem-
porary shelter to families whose homes had been
.destroyed, was hit and collapsed.'
The anti-aircraft barrage round London was
made considerably more intense after the first four
nights. On the night of September 11 the raiders
were met by a ground defence which seemed for
a time to stagger them. They continued, never-
theless, to come over the capital, and the great
height at which they flew made it exceedingly diffi,
cult for the searchlight crews and gunners to hold
and hit them. They were consequently able to drop
their bombs at random, which was apparently their
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